[bookmark: _Hlk178166725]The James Clerk Maxwell Foundation is seeking to appoint new trustees

The James Clerk Maxwell Foundation (JCMF) is a charitable trust (Scottish Charity SC 015003) with its headquarters at 14, India Street, Edinburgh, EH3 6EZ, the birthplace of James Clerk Maxwell. The JCMF aims to increase public awareness and appreciation of the achievements and continuing impacts of the work of James Clerk Maxwell. It also supports present day education and research in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. (See https://clerkmaxwellfoundation.org.) 
JCMF is governed by a Board of Trustees, is subject to Scottish Charity Law, and reports to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR). Trustees are appointed, on a voluntary basis, for an initial term of 3 years with the possibility of election to a second term.  As of April 2026 there are 9 trustees. We wish to increase the membership of the Board to around 12, and a number of the current trustees will complete their terms in April 2027 creating additional vacancies. Consequently, we are seeking to make a number of new appointments to the Board in 2026 and 2027. 
While we expect the Board to include members with knowledge of James Clerk Maxwell and the areas of science in which he worked, the success of the Foundation also needs to be underpinned by skills and experience in, for instance, the legal aspects of charitable organisations, financial management, property maintenance, communications and fund raising. So, while commitment to the objectives of the Foundation is expected of all trustees, scientific knowledge does not have to be the primary attribute of all.
The purpose of this announcement is to encourage interested individuals to submit an expression of interest in becoming a member of the JCMF Board of Trustees, providing a brief explanation of how they could contribute to the work of the Foundation. The Board will consider submitted expressions of interest and invite a more detailed application from suitable applicants – which will include submission of a CV and self-assessment of skills using a supplied form.
The day-to-day operations of the JCMF are managed through a number of committees (e.g. Property Committee). The committees are chaired by a trustee, but non-trustees with relevant skills may be co-opted. We recognise that some well qualified individuals may not wish to take on the responsibilities of a trustee but would be interested in joining a ‘pool of experts’ willing to contribute their expertise to JCMF in a more ad hoc manner, including through committee membership.  We would also be pleased to hear from individuals who may interested in contributing to the JCMF’s outreach activities – including daytime in-person tours and visits by groups to Maxwell’s birthplace.
We welcome expressions of interest indicating willingness to help with the Foundation’s, work either formally as a trustee or more informally. An Expression of Interest form is provided overleaf. 
There is no fixed deadline for submitting expressions of interest, but the 
Board will review submissions on a quarterly basis, starting in May 2026.


Expression of Interest in supporting the work of the 
James Clerk Maxwell Foundation

	Name: 

	Address: 

	Contact email address: 

	Brief Description of your interest in the James Clerk Maxwell Foundation and the skills and experience you offer (500 words maximum).


	Please answer Y/N to the following questions:
Do you wish to be considered for appointment to the JCMF Board of Trustees? 
Are you willing to offer advice to JCMF on an informal basis as a member of a ‘pool of experts’? 
Are you willing to join a team of volunteers who conduct daytime tours of 14 India St for visitors and groups, and/or otherwise contribute to the Foundation’s outreach activities?

	If expressing interest in appointment to the JCMF Board of Trustees, from what date would you be available?

	Signature: 

	Date: 



Please submit this form to: jcmf@clerkmaxwellfoundation.org
The information submitted on this form will only be shared with the Board of Trustees and the JCMF Nominations Committee. In accordance with UK GDPR legislation it will be kept securely and not used for any other purpose.

